DII COE Multimedia/Collaboration Services Technical Working Group (MCTWG) 
Meeting Minutes
Friday, January 14, 2000

Attendees:

The DII COE Multimedia and Collaboration Services Technical Working Group (MCTWG) met from 9:00AM - 12:00PM via multi-point VTC and teleconference in Bedford , Reston, Tampa, Rome, Eglin, Dallas, Fort Monmouth, and Langley. with the following individuals in attendance (in no specific order): 

Note: there may have been other attendees at the VTC sites, but we did not receive attendee lists from the sites, and therefore regret if those names are not present on this list.
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Meeting Summary: 

Mark started the meeting with an update on activities since the last meeting.  Dawn Hartley wants to hold an AFCEA conference on collaboration.  This might provide an opportunity for the MCTWG to co-host our Industry Interoperability Workshop, or another possible suggestion was to use the Intelligence Community Collaboration Conference Workshop in Virginia Beach in May.

There was a question regarding the level of government support that should sponsor the workshop.  An offer was made to investigate support form OSD, JCS, IC.  It was decided that too high of a level of support might cause escalation of attendees; from industry technical representatives to corporate level officers.  The group agreed to limit participation to the 0-6 level and below, hoping to keep the workshop focused on technical interoperability issues.

There was discussion and agreement to investigate the schedule for the Platinum Rail effort and see whether its schedule might provide a set of dates where most if not all of the vendors would already be in the DC area and we could hold our workshop.

There was discussion to create a Joint Collaboration Calendar that would contain known dates of collaboration related activities.  Members are requested to send mail to either Mark, or to Michael Krutsch and they will build a composite calendar from all of the input.

T.MRM discussions

Bruce Degrasse (the Rapporteur for Study Group 16) joined the working group by VTC.  He gave a presentation on the efforts of SG16 and pointed out that T.MRM is part of the T.120 family of specifications.  T.124 forms the core of the goals for T.MRM which will get a number when it becomes a formal ratified specification.  British Telecom (BT) is the primary editor, Databeam is a strong member. Bruce then opened the floor to questions.

Q: Which of the vendors are building rooms based products?

A: BT is interested, MS has indicated that they will build products based on NetMeeting.

Q: Does T.MRM support different paradigms and scenarios?

A: The specification refers to a presentation layer, and an infrastructure layer.  The underlying communications protocols are specified, the infrastructure needs to support the protocol stacks of the T.120 family, but the applications programmer has the freedom to represent the environment in any way that makes sense to the end users.

Q: Do you have any numbers on scalability; like the number of concurrent users supported by a T.MRM compliant environment, or the planned numbers.

A: None yet. T.124 will be one of the specifications and protocol that will play heavily in the ability of T.MRM compliant environments to scale to large (undefined) numbers of users.

Q: Can you reserve rooms?

A: Yes, first you must connect to a session, or make a reservation for one, and once the session is established, you can then reserve a room for a meeting.

Q: What provisions are there for audio?

A: Out of band audio is provided by controls other than H.323 compliant audio; in band audio is provided by H.323 and nothing is done to prohibit in band audio.

Q: What is the role of the Chairman and the administrator

A: The chairman is the top provider, the host of the session.  The administrator is a support role and is present during the session.  The administrator has access to audio and documents in the virtual environment during the meeting.

Q: Are there technical issues related to the adoption of T.MRM that have been expressed by the members of the SG?

A: None that have been expressed.  BT has a 20% implementation; there has been no commitment from the other vendors.  BT should have a full implementation by the end of the summer, but will not commit.  

Q: Is there anyone from the UNIX or Linux community participating

A: Sun has not participated; the last meeting was in Chile in May 1999.

Q: Regarding other specs, what about presence and awareness?  Is there any relationship between the ITU and the IETF with respect to the draft IETF proposal for Instant Messaging and Presence Protocol?

A: Currently there is no relationship.  There will be a reorganization of the Study Group at the February meeting, and there will be a new series of questions for SG16.  This question should go to the new US representative. 

Q: What security hooks are provided in T.MRM? Is there awareness of people in a room?

A: SG 16 added IPSEC to the T.123 group at the last meeting.  There has been no response from the implementers as to whether the wording in the specification is sufficient and complete.  There are some IPSEC products, but they work only on IP based networks and do not support others, like ATM.

There was also general discussion about the Industry Interoperability Workshop.  There was agreement within the group that leaving the definition of interoperable to the vendors to decide was not the best idea and that trying to define what is meant by interoperable before the workshop and providing a minimum definition would be a good idea.  Michael solicited ideas about minimum levels of interoperability from the members of the group.

Michael created a draft JTA profile for collaboration which will be sent to the group for review, update and coordination to fulfill the action item from the DII COE Chief Engineer.

Actions:

Determine blackout dates for the principals who will sponsor the workshop (Joe Jennings)

Send out the current JTA Profile and incorporate comments (Michael Krutsch)

Compare the draft profile to the existing segments (open)

Build a draft agenda for the workshop (open)

Determine which TWG is responsible for Metadata and XML

Next Meeting: 

· The next meeting will be on Friday, 11 February from 1:00 to 5:00 PM. At this meeting, we will define minimum levels of interoperability, set an agenda for the workshop, and continue our discussions on the applicability of the proposed specification T.MRM.


MCTWG Mailing List: 

The MCTWG now has 3 mailing lists for members of the general population, government personnel, and MITRE: mctwg-other@linus.mitre.org, mctwg-gov@linus.mitre.org and mctwg-mitre @linus.mitre.org.  To send email to members of all lists, send email to mctwg@linus.mitre.org. 

Subscribing to MCTWG mailing list 

To subscribe the DII COE MCTWG mailing list, send email to majordomo@linus.mitre.org and enter the subscribe command, followed by the name of the appropriate mailing list, followed by your email address, followed by the end command, in the body of the email message. Below are examples of how one would subscribe to the mctwg-other, mctwg-gov, and mctwg-mitre mailing lists. 

subscribe mctwg-other myName@myServer.com (.net, .org)
end 

or

subscribe mctwg-gov myName@myServer.gov (.mil)
end 

or 

subscribe mctwg-mitre myName@mitre.org

end 

Unsubscribing from MCTWG mailing list 

To unsubscribe from the DII COE MCTWG mailing list, send email to majordomo@linus.mitre.org and enter the unsubscribe command, followed by the name of the appropriate mailing list, followed by your email address, followed by the end command, in the body of the email message. Below are examples of how one would unsubscribe from the mctwg-other, mctwg-gov, and mctwg-mitre mailing lists. 

unsubscribe mctwg-gov myName@myServer.com (.net, .org)
end 

or 

unsubscribe mctwg-gov myName@myServer.gov (.mil)
end 

or 

unsubscribe mctwg-mitre myName@mitre.org 
end 


Minutes prepared by Michael Krutsch.
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