
DII COE Alerts Services Technical Working Group (TWG) Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 03 October 2000

Meeting Location: Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) facility in Eatontown, NJ

Attendees: Rob Amos, Grace Baratta-Perez, Cynthia Biscoll, Gary Blomquist, Joseph Grimaldi, Roberta Hanson, Chuck Heazel, Evelyn Labbate, Charles Meiburg, Anna O’Leary, Rob Schnoor, Robert C. Stevenson, and Jean Wyllie.

The meeting started off with introductions, and a few brief announcements by the TWG Chair, Grace Baratta-Perez, including an update on the status of Alerts Services Version 4.0.0.0: Alerts Critical Design Review (CDR) was held on 21 August, segments were mailed to DISA on 25 September, and delivery meeting was held on 2 October 2000. The next steps are: the segments will be reviewed by DISA CM, then DISA testers; and Esther Williams will track the progress and results. Attendees were reminded to subscribe to the Alerts e-mail distribution list by going to the URL: http://coe_alerts.listbot.com/ in order to receive future announcements of TWG activities. It was also announced that word was received from Esther Williams that, per the COE Engineering Office, we are not to deliver Alerts segments for the HP platform unless we are certain that we have users with the requirement on that platform. The Coast Guard rep to our TWG expressed that the CG will have a need for Alerts on the HP platform, timeframe to be determined.
Next, Evelyn Labbate, Alerts Technical Leader, presented a briefing on our Alerts product, summarizing the architecture, capabilities, and APIs in Version 4.0.0.0; as well as some of our plans for future releases of Alerts. The primary future planned enhancements discussed were the Java, specifically Java Message Service (JMS) compliant APIs to our Alerts Java server; and various administrative capabilities. 

The remainder of the morning consisted of a technical exchange among all attendees regarding the Alerts requirements of their systems, as well as ideas for additional capabilities that would be useful to their applications. There was consensus among attendees that the JMS APIs are a higher priority than Alerts administrative capabilities. In addition, attendees expressed that the JMS-compliant APIs are more important to them than “plain” Java APIs.

Attendees described a number of ideas for future releases of Alerts, including the following:

· JMS APIs

· Administrative capabilities:

· Viewing active alerts

· Deleting alerts from server queue

· Table of potential alerts, or classes of alerts, that would be built and maintained, including both tags and descriptions of alerts that could be exist in a given system. Users could then select and pre-register for potential alerts.

· Reference implementation of certain default GUI applications to allow developers to use Alerts Services without having to build  a lot of infrastructure

Please note that the informal discussion of these ideas at the TWG meeting does not constitute official submittal of “requirements” to the Alerts TWG. It was requested that attendees send their specific Alerts requirements, along with development schedules, in writing, e.g., via e-mail, to the Alerts TWG for consideration in future Alerts releases.

In the afternoon, we had two vendor presentations on messaging middleware COTS products. The first briefing was by two Sun representatives: Drew Engstrom, Sun Product Line Manager, and Martin Knutson, Engineering Lead JMQ project, who briefed us via teleconference on Sun’s Java Message Queue (JMQ) product.

The second vendor presentation was by Lauren Brett of IBM, who is an MQSeries Technical Specialist. Ms. Brett briefed us on IBM’s MQSeries product.

· Plans for next DII COE Alerts TWG: 

The next Alerts Services TWG will tentatively be scheduled for November 2000; date and location are TBD.

· Alerts Services specific action items resulting from 03 October 00 Alerts TWG: 

1. Attendees are to submit their systems’ Alerts requirements, as well as their development schedule information, via e-mail to the Alerts TWG mailing list for review by Alerts TWG members.

2. Alerts development team will have an engineering release of the JMS APIs ready in the November timeframe.

3. Alerts development team will get back to the group regarding a technical question of the functionality that takes place when an Alerts client comes back from “off-line” mode. Regarding alerts that the client had registered for, but that have expired while the client was off-line, will the client still receive those alerts upon returning from off-line mode?

4. Government pricing information on IBM’s MQSeries will be sent to us by Roberta Hanson of IBM.

5. Roberta Hanson, IBM, will investigate and inform the TWG whether MQSeries has been segmented for the DII COE.

Minutes prepared by Grace Baratta-Perez, DII COE Alerts Services TWG Chair
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